The use of morphine is absolutely contraindicated in cor pulmonale, its depressant effect upon the respiratory centre being lethal. This is also true in kyphoscoliotic heart disease (Daley, 1945) . Should morphine have been given, however, its effects can be reversed by the use of the morphine antagonist, N-allyl-nor-morphine (Nalorphine. Lethedrone) (Io mg. intravenously) (Eckenhoff et al., I952 ), although it must be administered quickly (Westlake, 1954 Westlake et al., 1955) . Oxygen may also be administered in a tent, the patient being allowed to breathe room air for ten minutes in every hour (Donald, 1953 (Nadell, I953; Wishart and Isaacs, 1955) . Acetazoleamide inhibits the enzyme carbonic anhydrase, the main action being upon the renal tubules, producing increased excretion of sodium, potassium, and bicarbonate, reduced ammonia excretion, a reduction in serum bicarbonate level and blood pH, and a rise in urinary pH (Nadell, 1953; Counihan et al., 1954) . Both the fall in blood bicarbonate and the increased sodium excretion and diuresis might be expected to be beneficial in acute cor pulmonale. Nadell (Fletcher, 1955 (Palmer, I954) .
The importance of infection in the production of heart failure in chronic respiratory disease has been stressed by Flint (954) 
